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Pan Am 103 Still Touches Us

Bennett’s
Legacy

Celebrated

Pamela Herbert as she appeared on
her senior page in the 1984 yearbook.

Economic Crisis Hits
Cranbrook

As devaluation spread, investors, many of
whom were American, withdrew their
capital. This factor together with the fact
that 40 percent of Japan’s trade is with the
rest of Asia, contributed to the revelation
that Japan’s banks  loaned money to
unsound  businesses and enterprises. That
led to the closing of banks and a great
number of people lost their money and
savings. With $500 billion in bad loans,
Japan fell into its worst recession since
World War II. Later, Russia and Latin
America became exposed to economic
troubles. With the advent of high interest
rates and devaluation, they too experi-
enced a currency collapse. Forty percent of
the world economy became affected by the
Asian crisis which then became a world-
wide economic crisis. This name change
along with Greenspan’s comment that the
U.S. couldn’t remain “an oasis of prosper-
ity” caused the Dow Jones Stock Market to
plummet 17 percent from its peak in July.
This consequence can easily be understood
since weakened trading partners cannot
afford American products. A decrease in
exports translates into American cut-backs:
workers in factories as well as on the farm

by Catherine Shoichet
Editor-in-Chief

To be remembered and admired by
your students thirty years after leaving the
classroom is an honor for any teacher. This
is the legacy of Elizabeth Bennett, an
English teacher at Kingswood School
Cranbrook from 1936 to 1968. Perhaps the
best testament to her greatness—to the
power of a teacher to shape students’
spirits—is the Elizabeth Bennett Fund, an
award established by former students
Caroline Cross Chinlund K ’58 and Annie
Sanders Bohlin K ’58 in 1984 when they
learned that Miss Bennett was ailing.
Although they had not sat in a Kingswood
classroom for 26 years, these women
remembered Miss Bennett’s ability not
only to expand students’ minds, but also to
touch their souls.

“We wanted people to realize what she
had been,” explains Chinlund. In light of
this idea, the women decided to create an
anthology of reflections on Miss Bennett—
a “word portrait.” The modest gray cover
of Elizabeth Bennett: A Word Portrait

greatly understates the value of its con-
tents, for included in it are not mere
testimonies, but rather outpourings of the
soul. Chinlund writes, for example, “What
is rare in Miss Bennett was the way she
combined standards with encouragement in
genuine appreciation. She knew that our
stories and poems were creatures of our
souls and always nurtured creative
writing.” In the Word Portrait, Dora Polk
Crouch K ’48 (1998 Distinguished
Alumna) reveals, “My youngest daughter
is named Elizabeth in her honor.” Gertrude
M. White, a member of the Kingswood
faculty from 1957-59, poignantly remem-

Sarah Berger
Editor-In-Chief

Within the walls of our campus, it’s
easy for students to think that Cranbrook is
not affected by events in the outside world.
In a sense, Cranbrook’s outside wall is like
a fortress dividing Cranbrook from its
surroundings. There are guards at
Cranbrook’s entrance who make inquiries
so as not to allow entry to anyone unfamil-
iar. The school has its own hills, valleys,
and lakes—it is tempting to think of
Cranbrook as its own entity, providing
protection from the outside world. How-
ever, it is now becoming obvious through
the effects of the Asian economic crisis
that Cranbrook is connected and impacted
by such events

In order to understand how the Asian
crisis is affecting Cranbrook, one must first
understand the intricacies of the crisis
itself. After the devaluation of Thailand’s
currency earlier this year, Japan and Korea
soon followed suit in an attempt to
stimulate trade. The devaluation of the
currencies of Asian countries resulted in a
loss for all of them as their currencies
dropped in relation to the American dollar.
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Former Kingswood English teacher
Elizabeth Bennet. Photo: Cranbrook
Archives
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by Jodie Kaufman
Editor-in-Chief

One cold evening, while people around
the world were hanging holiday decora-
tions and making last minute travel
arrangements, Kingswood alumna Pamela
Herbert ‘86 was on board Pan Am flight
103 en route to New York from London. It
was December 21, 1988, and Herbert was
on her way home to Detroit for the
holidays from a semester abroad at the
London School of Economics.

Herbert never made it home. An awful
act of terrorism caused the 747 to blow up
just minutes after takeoff near Lockerbie,
Scotland. killing all 259 aboard and an
additional eleven peopleon the ground.
Two Libyan men have been accused of this
horrible air disaster, but Libya has not
accused the suspects, and is rejecting
extradition to and jail terms in Scotland.
The Libyan government is insisting instead
on a jail terms in Libya or the Netherlands,
where the trial will soon be taking place.

This international tragedy hit Cran-
brook hard. Herbert was a member of the
Horizons Upward Bound (HUB) program,
and received a three year scholarship to
Kingswood her sophomore year. The
much-esteemed student never ceased to
amaze her peers and teachers with her
energy and her loving personality. Memo-

ries of Pam Herbert are quite vivid even
now, ten years since her tragic death. A
Kingswood Dorm Council Vice President
and winner of the George Booth Award,
Herbert was a vivacious young girl, and, as
the HUB yearbook described her, “a
testament to the validity of the American
Dream.” Herbert was recommended to the
HUB program by her Hutchins Middle
School counselor, who said of her as she
was going on to high school that she was
“illumined by a glow of confidence,
characterized by a warm personality and
great enthusiasm, simply the best we have
this year.”

During Herbert’s career at Cranbrook
she became very close to the Snyder
family. At the time Ben Snyder was the
director of the HUB program and an
English teacher in the uppser school. His
wife Margot Snyder was also involved in
HUB. The Snyders still call Herbert “our
third daughter.” They were especially
pleased when she decided to apply to and
eventually did attend Boudin college,
where two of their children attended, and
fondly remember helping her with her
application. Margo Snyder comments, “We
may have adopted her, but she also
adopted us.”

Despite coming from a poor back-
ground totally different from that of most
of the boarders at the time, Herbert

“overcame her underprivileged world”
very quickly, according to Ben Snyder. She
often told the Snyders that “some kids here
have more problems than I’ve ever had,”
believing that her problems were material,
not spiritual. According to Mrs. Snyder,
Pam was “a religious girl, and she found
ways to continue her beliefs.” However,
“she did not flaunt her faith; she managed
to translate beliefs into dealing with
people.”

Math teacher James Ladd also remem-
bers Herbert well. He recalls that she could
“often be found walking around campus
humming religious tunes to herself.” She
was very peaceful,” adds William Wash-
ington, the current Director of the HUB
program and assistant director during
Herbert’s tenure; she was a “wonderful
student, who cared a lot about people and
made a lot of friends.”

Ben Snyder feels that “there is valida-
tion in certain students HUB was designed
for; Herbert was a paradigm for whom we
rejoiced” with gratitude. “If the program
were a church,” he adds, “there would be a
stained glass window of Pam.” According
to Mrs. Snyder, “Pam was a sustaining
force for the program.” She notes that
Herbert returned to HUB after “She was a
wonderful, reliable assistant who under-
stood what the kids were going through.”

News of Herbert’s death was received

by the Snyders in a phone call from their
British friends, the Olsens, with whom
their children had stayed while in England,
and whom Herbert had visited the night
before her fateful journey. Margot Snyder
remebers that the tragedy “affected us
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by Alden Young
Staff Writer

Todd Williams, the award-winning
New York architect and former Cranbrook
student (class of ‘61) is the creator of
Cranbrook’s new Natatorium and Field
House. He will address students and other
members of the community on November
5 at 7:00 p.m. in the Art Museum. His
presentations will be centered around a
free-flowing conversation with his wife
and architectural partner Billie Tsien, as
they describe how they see our campus
evolving into the twenty-first century. The
challenge, according to Williams, is to
make Cranbrook a campus that is true to
the ideas of Saarinen, yet able to accom-
modate the needs of its present and future
users. One of the specific challenges facing
the campus is finding ways to alleviate the
chronic parking shortage.

In order to find proper symmetry
between artistic ideals and functionality,
Todd Williams has decided to take a
holistic approach to designing Cranbrook’s
Natatorium. He will design it to meet all
the requirements of competitive swimmers,
but its ultimate goal will be to provide an
environment that is so visually appealing
that people will want to go there to relax.
A well-designed building is one which
both serves its function and makes people
stand back in awe.

Todd Williams will also discuss the
interplay between the solitude of
conceptualization and the community of
project design. He will explain the
different positions within an architectural
firm, from the planning to the implementa-
tion of a project. Finally, Williams and
Tsien will each give their view on the role
of vision in architecture. On November 6,
Williams and Tsien will be available to any
interested students from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. in the Kingswood Auditorium. They
will also give an assembly at Brookside
describing their careers. Academic Dean
Jeffrey Welch suggests that this is an
excellent opportunity for students to
broaden their appreciation of the many
architectural changes occurring at Cran-
brook and he encourages strong student
participation in all of the upcoming events
with Williams and Tsien.

has a significant interest in writing or the
teaching of writing” can apply for the
award, which is announced at the Senior
Awards Ceremony in June. Award recipi-
ents have the opportunity to present their
work with the winner from the previous
year at a reading in October or November.

English Department Head Warren Hall
is grateful for the opportunities that the
“remarkable commitment of these two
women to their former teacher” has
provided for current Cranbrook teachers.
“It says something very positive about
writing at Cranbrook…that it is very
encouraged for students and faculty.” Hall,
who has also received the award, observes,
“It gave me some incentive to write, and it
was a great pleasure to read things I have
written to others. It’s important that people
who write here are recognized.” Hall also
emphasizes that while a writing award for
faculty is common at a well-endowed
university, to have such an award at the
high school level is truly unique. “It’s
something that really turns me on about
Cranbrook Kingswood.”

English teacher Chris McDonald is the
1998 Bennett Award recipient. With the
money he received, McDonald was able to
attend a summer program directed towards
a master’s degree in English at Middlebury
College. Participants in the program, who
were mostly private school teachers, chose
two courses to take over a six week period.
McDonald selected Shakespearean
Comedies and Victorian England. These
courses proved to be particularly useful;
one of the texts used in his Shakespeare
class is regularly taught by McDonald to
his freshman class and the Victorian
England course dealt with the writings of
Charles Dickens, the author of the eleventh
grade summer reading, Great Expecta-
tions.

McDonald describes his experience
with the Bennett Award as “more idea-
driven” than writing-driven. “It helped me

to become a better teacher as well as a
better writer,” he reflects, emphasizing that
becoming a student of literature for six
weeks was very helpful to this process.
“Anytime you can switch roles and become
a student it’s enlightening. It gives [your
teaching] a new invigoration.” McDonald
echoes the sentiments of his department
head in his praise for the opportunities
provided by the Bennett Award. “One of
the great things about teaching at Cran-
brook is that you have the opportunities to
enhance your education and become a
better teacher. You don’t get that at other
places.”

His experience at Middlebury College
allowed McDonald to write several critcal
papers. One of these papers, on outsiders
in Shakespeare’s comedies, will be
presented by McDonald at a special
Elizabeth Bennett Award Reading on
November 2 at 8:00 p.m. in the
Kingswood Commons Room. 1997
Bennett Award recipient Eric Linder will
also read from his works.

The reading is open to students,
faculty, and friends. Academic Dean
Jeffrey Welch encourages students to
attend the reading: “There is a mystery that
surrounds the teachers—the teachers as
writers. Part of the pleasure of going to the
Bennett reading is the ability to penetrate
that mystery, to come closer to their
passion.” The Elizabeth Bennett reading
provides a window into the multi-faceted
lives of Cranbrook Kingswood teachers.

Even today, fourteen years after her
death, Elizabeth Bennett is continuing to
shape people’s lives. With the help of
alumni contributions, her legacy will live
forever.

Contributions to the Bennett Fund
can be sent to the office of Development
and Alumni Relations. Please make
checks out to Cranbrook Schools and
earmark them for the Elizabeth Bennett
Fund.

bers, “Simply by being what she was, she
enriched her world and ours.”

Even today, fifteen years after the
publication of the Word Portrait, recollec-
tions of Miss Bennett reverberate in the
words of Bohlin who observes, “She gave
me the confidence that if I had to take a
pen and pencil and write something I could
do it. She could draw a lot out of a person.
She made you feel like what you did had a
lot of merit. Getting an ‘A’ from Miss
Bennett was difficult, but it was a real
thrill.”

Bennett’s magic also touched those
outside the Cranbrook community. Poet
and poetry publisher Margo la Gattuta,
who currently hosts a local radio show on
poetry and teaches at Oakland Community
College and the University of Michigan-
Flint, remembers taking a weekend poetry
course taught by Miss Bennett. “I remem-
ber being very transfixed,” la Gattuta
recalls, “She inspired me. She was special
because she knew the magic of poetry and
I wanted some of that magic.” La Gattuta
has since carried Miss Bennett’s lessons
with her and tries to incorporate them into
her own teaching. “When someone special
gives the magic to you, there’s a secret
pact that you have to share it, too.”

Inspired by Bennett and her memory,
Bohlin and Chinlund established the
Bennett Fund in 1984 to provide special
projects and grants to teachers who put
particular emphasis on writing and the
teaching of writing. The award began as
$500 but increased to $1000 in 1994.
Interested teachers must submit proposals
for the award, which are then passed on to
a committee made up of previous winners,
the Head of the English Department, the
Dean of Faculty, and two alumni support-
ers of the fund. Dean of Faculty Charles
Shaw emphasizes that “any teacher that

Bennett
Continued from page 1 Natatorium

Architect to
Address

Community

Junior Lizzie Waldecker dances at the
Art Academy. Photo: Crabrook PR

by Rachel Aviv
Associate Editor

On an unseasonably sunny Sunday, four dancers, Seniors Katie Banks, Megan Johnson, Sarah Littman, and Junior Andrea
Waldecker improvised for walkers, museum goers, and anyone else passing by.  The experienced dancers used the Art Institute as their
stage and the Orphius Fountain as their prop.

Ms. Sinclair and her students impulsively decided to perform only a week before.  They want more chances to make themselves
seen and were excited with the idea of performing in a new setting.  The students wore long colorful dresses from Sinclair’s former
dance classes.

The girls used the fountain shapes as motifs for their movement and created movements appropriate to their surroundings.  They
mimicked the Beethoven statue struggling to hear music, as they raised their hands in frustrations.  During the 30 minute performance,
the foursome gracefully made their way up the stars and then danced around the fountain.

Sara Littman was surprised by the size of her audience:  “I didn’t think anyone would be there.  It was a cool experience.”  Ms.
Sinclair, also, was pleased with her students:  “It was a beautiful event.  It was wonderful to see moving bodies near the sculptures.”

Living Statues - Dancers at  Art Academy. Photo: Fred Olds

Dancing With Statues

Natorium Architect Todd Williams
and wife Billie Tsien. Photo:
Cranbrook Public Relations


